Reflexive Verbs:   A verb is reflexive when the subject and the object are the same. 

I wash myself.  subject: I  verb: wash  object: myself
Since the subject and object are the same, the verb is reflexive.  I wash the car.  subject: I  verb: wash  object: car

Since the subject and object are different, the verb is not reflexive. 

You also learned that when a verb is reflexive, the infinitive ends in "se." 

Lavar to wash (non-reflexive)
lavarse to wash oneself (reflexive)

You should have memorized a set of pronouns called "reflexive pronouns." 

me (myself)                                  nos (ourselves)
te (yourself)                                 os (yourselves)
se (himself, herself, yourself)      se (themselves, yourselves)
                                                                                               When there are two verbs, you have two options on where to place the pronoun: before the conjugated verb or attached to the end of the infinitive. 

I want to see myself. Me quiero ver. Quiero verme.

John needs to wash his hair.
Juan se necesita lavar el pelo.
Juan necesita lavarse el pelo.

Maria can wash her face now.
Ahora María se puede lavar la cara.
Ahora María puede lavarse la cara.

Whenever a verb directly follows a preposition, it remains in the infinitive form. For reflexive verbs, the ending -se changes to agree with the subject. Observe the differences in the following sentences, all of which are about counting burros before falling asleep. 

Antes de dormirme, yo cuento burros.
Antes de dormirte, tú cuentas burros.
Antes de dormirse, la chica cuenta burros.
Antes de dormirnos, nosotros contamos burros.
Antes de dormiros, vosotros contáis burros.
Antes de dormirse, los chicos cuentan burros. 

Here are a few verbs that are non-reflexive or reflexive
lavar – to wash   lavarse—to wash oneself

maquillar—to put on make up                                                               maqulliarse—to put makeup on oneself

vestir—to dress  vestirse—to dress oneself

peinar—to comb  peinarse—to comb ones hair

cepillar—to brush  cepillarse—to brush ones hair

acostar - to put to bed acostarse - to go to bed
casar - to perform a marriage ceremony
casarse con - to become married to someone
despedir - to fire  despedirse de - to say goodbye
dormir - to sleep dormirse - to fall asleep
ir - to go irse - to go away, to leave
poner - to put ponerse - to put on
quitar - to take away quitarse - to take off 

A few verbs are always used reflexively. arrepentirse (e:ie) - to repent
atreverse a - to dare
darse cuenta de - to realize
jactarse de - to boast
quejarse de - to complain about
suicidarse - to commit suicide 

Reflexive Verbs: Part II
Top of Form

A. Write the word or words necessary to form an equivalent sentence. 

1.  Juan necesita lavarse el pelo. (necesitar, lavarse)
Juan _________necesita lavar el pelo. 
2.  Nos preferimos lavar con jabón perfumado.(preferir, lavarse) Preferimos ___________con jabón perfumado. 

3.  Tú puedes dormirte. (poder, dormirse) Te ________dormir. 

4.  Juan se necesita bañar. (necesitar, bañarse)
Juan ___________bañarse. 
5.   Nos necesitamos duchar esta noche. (necesitar, ducharse) Nosotros ____________ducharnos esta noche. 

6.   Necesitamos ducharnos esta noche. (necesitar, ducharse) ____________necesitamos duchar esta noche. 

7.   Juan se necesita lavar el pelo. (necesitar, lavarse)
Juan ___________lavarse el pelo. 

8.   Te puedes dormir. (poder, dormirse) Tú puedes ________. 

9.   Preferimos lavarnos con jabón perfumado. (preferir, lavarse) ___________preferimos lavar con jabón perfumado. 

10.  Ahora María se puede lavar la cara. (poder, lavarse)
Ahora María puede ___________la cara. 

11. Me necesito acostar. (necesitar, acostar) __________acostarme. 

12. María se prefiere pesar cada mañana. (preferir, pesarse)
María prefiere ____________cada mañana. 

13. Juan se necesita afeitar. (necesitar, afeitarse)
Juan ___________afeitarse. 

14. Juan necesita bañarse. (necesitar, bañarse)
Juan se ____________bañar. 

B. Change the verb ending to agree with the subject of              the sentence. 

15. Juan reads a book before going to bed. (acostarse)
Juan lee un libro antes de __________. 

16. We read the newspaper after getting up. (levantarse)
Leemos el periódico después de __________. 

17. Instead of going to bed, I'm going to study Spanish. (acostarse)  En vez de ___________, voy a estudiar español. 

18. After taking off her boots, Maria enters the apartment. (quitarse)  Después de ___________las botas, María entra el apartamento. 

19. The family eats dinner after sitting down. (sentarse)
La familia cena después de ____________. 

20. After getting dressed, the girls look at themselves in the mirror. (vestirse) Después de ___________, las chicas se miran en el espejo. Bottom of Form

