
Chapter 17-4

 Cold War Around the World
 I) Confrontations over Developing Nations
 II) Postwar Face-off in Latin America

 Intro Question – If you were the United States, 
how would you deal with Cuba gaining nuclear 
weapons? 



I) Confrontations over Developing Nations

 The US and Soviet spy agencies (CIA and KGB) engaged in a 
variety of secret (covert) activities, ranging from spying to 
assassination attempts.



II) Postwar Face-off in Latin America

 A young lawyer named Fidel Castro led a successful revolution in 
Cuba, and he turned to the Soviet Union for economic and military 
aid.

 President Kennedy decided to send CIA trained Cuban exiles to 
invade Cuba and overthrow Castro, but Castro’s forces defeated 
them at the Bay of Pigs.





CUBAN MISSILE CRISIS
AUGUST TO NOVEMBER 1962

THE CLOSEST THE  WORLD HAS COME  TO FULL SCALE NUCLEAR WAR



US intelligence begins receiving reports of Soviet missiles in Cuba.  A U-2 flight 
on August 29th confirmed the presence of surface to air missile batteries in 

Cuba. These missiles were designed to shoot down enemy aircraft.



Map used by JFK and his advisors to plot weapons in Cuba during the 
missile crisis



Declassified 1962 map 
showing the  distances 
nuclear armed missiles 
would go if fired from 

Cuba.  Almost all major US 
population centers were 
within range.  Maps like 

this convinced JFK that the 
soviet missiles must be 

removed from Cuba. 



Aerial photographs from U.S. Spy planes left no doubt that the Russians 
were installing nuclear missiles in Cuba aimed at the U.S. 







Low altitude view of missile preparation area. The pilot taking this shot 
flew at an altitude of about 250 feet, and at the speed of sound.

Each one of the Russian missiles in Cuba had the explosive 
power of 50 Hiroshima type atomic bombs



Secretary of Defense Robert McNamara, Secretary of State Dean 
Rusk and JFK, the main policy makers during the Cuban missile crisis 

along with Robert Kennedy.



President Kennedy 
Signing Cuba Quarantine 
Proclamation – A naval 

blockade of Cuba. 

On 10/22/1962, Kennedy delivers a 
speech to the U.S. citizens about the 
existence of Soviet missile sites in 
Cuba & his plans to remove them.  
He made it clear that any missile 
attack from Cuba would trigger an all-
out attack on the Soviet Union



For the next six days, the world faced the 
terrifying possibility of nuclear war.  

In the Atlantic, Soviet ships – presumably carrying 
more missiles – headed toward Cuba, while the 
U.S. Navy prepared to quarantine Cuba and 
prevent the ships from coming within 500 miles of 
the island.  

In Florida, nearly 200,000 men were being 
concentrated in the largest invasion force ever 
assembled in the U.S. 



PHOTOS OF US SHIPS ENFORCING THE 
QUARANTINE AND (LEFT) SHADOWING A SOVIET 

SUBMARINE

October 27, 1962: the Soviet ship 
Grozny crosses the quarantine line, but 

stops after U.S. Navy ships fire star 
shells across her bow.

http://www.gwu.edu/%7Ensarchiv/nsa/cuba_mis_cri/33.jpg


“We are eyeball to eyeball and the other fellow just 
blinked.”

Dean Rusk-Secretary of State 



Khrushchev Gives In To Us Pressure And Removes Soviet Missiles From 
Cuba For A U.S. Promise Not To Invade Cuba

Missiles being loaded on Soviet ships 
for return to the Soviet Union

Soviet cargo ship leaving Cuba with 
missiles visible above deck



Adlai Stevenson shows aerial photos of Cuban missiles to the 
United Nations in November 1962.



Soviet information that came to light in 
the 1990’s suggested that, in fact, the 
CIA had underestimated the numbers of 
nuclear weapons and Soviet troops on 
the island.

During the crisis, the Cubans had 
armed missiles in anticipation of an 
invasion by the United States.



Assignment 17.4 – The Cuban Missile Crisis. 
Complete the chart below by assessing what risks are involved with each 
action that could be taken against Cuba.

• Air Strike Cuba – Risk nuclear war with USSR
• Do Nothing – Risk surprise attack and complete loss
• Diplomacy/Negotiate – Risk wasted time/advantage
• Military Blockade – No knowledge of  USSR’s reaction
• Invasion of  Cuba – Bay of  Pigs failed, this might too
• Nuclear Strike against Cuba –

1. Given the above options, what would you have done? 
• Your response must be a detailed explanation of  your tactics and 

strategy. (How would you attack? Where? What level?) fallout

Action Taken Risk Involved
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