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Web Seminar Technical Details 

 Click on unique link forwarded in email 
invitation 

 To access audio: 

 Call (484) 589-1010 

 Enter Access Code: 482-884-179 

 Enter unique PIN that is on screen 

To submit live questions, click on the “Question 
and Answer” arrow on your screen, type your 
question, and click “Send.” 



 

 

 

  

California College Pathways 

Technical Assistance Information 

& Training Sharing 

Policy Analysis Coalition Building 

& Development & Advocacy 

For more information, visit  www.cacollegepathways.org 

http:www.cacollegepathways.org


  

  

   

 

  

 

 

 

Agenda 

 Provide basic overview of financial aid such as 

when FAFSA application is due 

 Answer questions related to a minor’s legal 

status as a dependent 

 Review changes in FAFSA form that pertain to 

foster youth 

 Provide ways to inform students about what 

financial aid is available 

 Answer your questions! 



 
 

 

   

Panel Participants 

Wendy Ascencio, Financial Aid Counselor 
& Scholarship Coordinator, Cal State Long 
Beach 

Kara Moore, Consultant, Cal State Long 
Beach 

Moderator: Jenny Vinopal, CSU Office of the 
Chancellor & California College Pathways 



What is Financial Aid? 

 Gift Aid 

 Scholarships 

 Grants 

 Self-help aid 

 Loans 

 Employment opportunities 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Types of Financial Aid 

State 
 Cal Grants 

 CSU - State University 

Grant (SUG) 

 CSU - Educational 

Opportunity Program 

(EOP) 

 Community Colleges – 
Board of Governor’s 
Grant (BOGG) 

Federal 
 Pell Grants 

 (ACG) Academic 

Competitiveness Grant 

1st or 2nd year of college 

 (SMART) National 

Science & Mathematics 

Access to Retain Talent 

Grant 3rd or 4th year of 

college 

 (FSEOG) Federal 

Supplemental 

Educational Opportunity 

Grants 



 

2009-10 Cost of Attendance (9 months) 

At Home On Campus Off Campus 

Fees $4,370 $4,370 $4,370 

Books/Supp 1,638 1,533 1,638 

Room/Board 4,338 10,832 10,872 

Trans 1,272 1,182 1,236 

Personal 2,146 2,030 2,290 

TOTAL $13,764 $20,052 $20,406 



__________________________________ 

Definition of Need 

Cost of Attendance (COA) 

- Expected Family Contribution (EFC) 

= Need 



 

Most Common FAFSA Mistakes 

 Incorrect Social Security Numbers 

 Name/social security number mismatch 

 Income earned by parents/stepparents 

 Untaxed income 

 U.S. income taxes paid 

 Household size 

 Number of household members in college 



 

   

 

 

 

  

  

Reasons to file FAFSA electronically 

 Built-in edits to prevent costly errors 

 Skip-logic allows student and/or parent to skip unnecessary 

questions 

 More timely submission of original application and any 

necessary corrections 

 More detailed instructions and “help” for common questions 

 Ability to check application status on-line 

 Simplified application process in the future 

 Option to “pre-fill” certain information on FAFSA when 

completing application for second, third, and fourth years of 

study 



 

 

 

This Web site is your source of information for the 
U.S. Department of Education PIN . Your PIN can be 
used each year to electronically apply for federal 
student aid and to access your U.S. Department of 
Education records online. If you receive a PIN, you 
agree to not disclose or share your PIN with 
anyone . Your PIN serves as your electronic 
signature and provides access to your personal 
records . You should never give your PIN to anyone, 
including commercial services that offer to help you 
complete your F AFSA Be sure to keep your PIN in 
a safe place . 

Activate My PIN · Only users who have not provided their 
challenge question and response are required to activate 
their PIN. §tudenj Aid on tfii W,b 

PIN Registration 

 Web site: 

www.pin.ed.gov 

 Can get PIN at any time 

 May be used by 

students throughout aid 

process, including 

subsequent school 

years 

http:www.pin.ed.gov


H R :::.-:::. FAFSA 
0 U RTHER 

. DER.AL TU ·ENT A ID. 
Free Application for Federal Student Aid 

Contact l.ls FA:Qs Uv,e Help 

Student 
Demographics 

School 
Selection 

Dependency 
Status 

Introduction Page - 2010-2011 FAFSA 

Parent 
Demographics 

Financial 
Information 

Use the Next an d Previous buttons to m ove fro m p,age to page in the form . If you use your 
browse r's back an d fo rward buttons to m ove fro m page to page , you m ay lose your data. 

Don forget the passw ord you Just create d because you w ill need it to retrieve your saved 
FAFSA 

Additional inform ation about FAFSA on the Web: 

How many steps does it take to com pl ete? 

How long w ill it take to co m plete? 

Documents needed to complete the FAFSA 

Sign ing the FAFSA 

FAFSA on the Web Security an d Privacy 

Enhancements to the 2010-20 11 FAFSA on the Web 

Site Last Updated : Thursday, Octot>er 8 , 2009 

Sign & Submit Confirmation 

Th is is th e start of your 
20 10-2011 FAFSA App li cation . 

Helpful features on the FAFSA 



 

 

 

... ..... •••• •••• FAFSA START HER 
CO I URTHER 

. FED RAL STU ENT AID 
Free Application for Federal Student Aid 

Contact lJs f.A:Qs, Uve Help 

Student 
Demographics 

School 
Selection 

Dependency 
Status 

Introduction Page - 2010-2011 FAFSA 

Parent 
Demographics 

Financial 
Information 

Use the Next an d Previous buttons to move fro m page to page in the form. If you use your 
browse r's b,ack an d fo rward buttons to move fro m page to page, you may lose your d.ata 

Don't forget the password you just create d because you will need it to retrieve your saved 
FAFSA. 

Additional information about FAFSA on the Web: 

How many steps does it take to complete? 

The 2010-20 11 FAFSA consists of the followin g sections : 

• Student De mographics 
• School Se lection 
• Dependen cy Status 
• Parent Demograph ics 
• Financial Information 
• Sign & Su bmit 
• Confirmation 

How long will it take to complete? 

Documents nee ded to complete the FAFSA 

Signing the FAFSA 

FAFSA on the Web Security and Privacy 

Enhan cements to the 2010~20 11 FAFSA on the Web 

Sign & Submit Confirmation 

This is the start of your 
2010~2011 FAFSA App lication . 

• When the user 
selects a link on 
the Introduction 
Page, the text will 
expand. 

• The “NEED 
HELP?” button 
will open the 
same topic on all 
pages within 
FOTW. 



... .... .... .... FAFSA START H RE 
CO I URTHER Free Application for Federal Student Aid 
FED RAL STU ENT AID 

Conta ct Us l'.AcQs u,,r,e l-'letp 

Stud-ent 
Demo graphics 

School 
Selection 

Dependency 
Status 

Student Demographics Information 

Parent 
Demographics 

Financial 
Information 

Your la.st nam e Your first nam e 

CHRIS 
Your m idld]e initial 

SMITH 

Your Socia.I Security Nu m ber 

I121-£4-31 s1 1 

Your date of birth 

02201990 
Are you m ale or fe m ale ? 

r;E) Male r;E) Fem ale 

Your pe rm anent m ailing address (include apt. nu m ber) 

Your city (an d country if not U.S. ) Your state 
Select 

Your ZIP Co de 

Have you lived in your state for at least 5 years ? 

r;E) Yes r;E) No 

Yo ur pe rm anent telephone num ber 

Your e-m ail address 

What is your m arital status a.s ofto da.y? 
Se lect .., 

Do you have driver's license inform ati on that you w ant to provide? 

r;E) Ye s @ No 

< PREVIO US I l1Wf3W, 

Sign & Submit Confirmation 

Currently you a.re in the Stu dent 
De m ographics Inform ation 
section of the FAFSA. Enter the 
Student's inform ation in this 
section. 

Help and Hints 

This is your proper la.st nam e, 
not a nicknam e, an d it m ust 
m atch exactly the nam e on your 
Social Security care!.. Rem em ber 
to only use letters (A-Z), 
nu m bers (0~9), perio ds (.), 
apo strophe s n, das he s (-), or 
blan ks (spaces). No other 
characters are allow ed. 

Mo re>>> 

• The Student 
Demographics 
Information page 
is the first page of 
the application 
that collects the 
student’s basic 
information. 



 
 

START HE RE ::::m. FAFSA 
0 URTHER • - Free Application for Federal Student Aid 
D RAL _ T U EN T A I D 

Contact Us fAQs Live Hetp 

Student 
Demographics 

School 
Selection 

Student Eligibility 

Are you a U.S. citiz.en ? 

Select 

Dependency 
Status 

Parent 
Demographics 

Financial 
Information 

When you beg in co llege in the 2010-2011 schoo l year, w hat w ill be your high schoo l 
comp letion statu s? 

Se lect ...-

When you beg in the 2010-2 011 schoo l year, what w ill be your grade level? 

Se lect ...-

When you beg in the 2010-2011 schoo l year, what degree or certificate w ill you be w orkin g 
on?· 

Select ...-

Will you have your first bache lor's degree before July 1, 2 01 0? 

0 Yes O No 

Highest schoo l your father comp lete d 

Se lect ...-

Highest schoo l your mother comp lete d 

Se lect ...-

< PREvio us 1 11mt1• 

Sign & Submit Confirmation 

Help and Hints 

You must se lect the option 
that indicates your citiz.ensh ip 
status. 

Se lect U.S. citiz.en (or U S. 
national ) if you are a U S. 
citiz.en or U.S .. national. 

Se lect Eligible noncitiz.en if 
you are : 

• A U.S. permanent 
resi dent, w ith a 
Permanent Resident Card 
(1-551) or a Cond'iti onaJ 
permanent resi dent (l-
551C) 

• Other eli gible noncitiz.en 
w ith an Arrival-Departure 
Record (1-94) fro m the 
n 1m::i rtm1rnt nf HnmP. l::in c1 

.... 

The Student 
Eligibility page 
collects basic Title 
IV eligibility 
information, such 
as citizenship and 
drug convictions. 



 

 

 

FAFSA START HERE ••• •• 
0 URTHER Free Application for Federal Student Aid 
D RAL TU ENT A.I D 

Contact l.ls. !FAQs. Uv,e l-lelp 

Stud e nt 
Demogra ph ics 

Scihoo ll 
Setect ion 

School Selection 

Dependency 
Status 

Parent 
Demographics 

Financial 
Information 

chool you re que ste d has been su cces sfully added to your li st of selecte d 
ol s . 

You can add up to 1 O college s to your FAFSA by entering the Federal School Co de or by 
searching for the college using the Search option . 

Federal School Co de 

--OR------------

State S e lect 

O ily (optional ) 

School Nam e (optional ) 

11-1 :t~i ftj: II 

W e foun d O result(s ) that m eet(s ) your criteria. 

You have selecte d the follow ing Federal Sc hool C o d es . For each school li s te d , s elect the 
appropriate hou s ing plan from the cfrop d ow n li st 

D o you w ant to provide additional inform ation a b out your co llege enroll m ent plans ? 

CE'.) Yes @ No 

< PREVIOUS I IIU=f!iW> 

Sign & Submit Confirmation 

.. 

Enter the s chool (s ) you 
w oul d li ke to atten d. T he 
school (s ) you provide w ill 
receive your inform ation once 
the a.p,plication is pro ces s ed . 

H elp and H ints 
Enter th e Fed eral School G o de 
an d click Add. If a s chool is 
foun d, it w ill be a dde d to your list 
of Selecte d School s . 

A Fe deral School C o de is 
alw ays s ix characters , beginning 
w ith O (zero ), G , B , or E an d 
en d ing w ith a five-d igit nu m b er. 
For example , 00 3.223 is the 
Fed eral School Code for the 
Univers ity of O regon . 

If you perform an 
action that is 
successful, the 
system will provide 
you with a GREEN 
box and a success 
message. 



 

 
 

 

FAFSA TART H RE . ••• •••• 
0 U R T H E R Free Application for Federal Student Aid 
DE RA L T U D E N T AI D 

C,ontact Us 

Stud e nt 
Dem ,og raph ics 

fAQs Uve Help 

Sch0<> 
Selection 

De p.e ndency 
Statu s 

Dependency Deter mination 

W ere you b orn befo re January 1, 1987? 

<E) Yes @ N o 

As of to d ay, are you m arrie d? 

<E) Yes @ N o 

Parent 
Demographics 

Financial 
Information 

At the beginning of the 2010~2011 school year, w ill you b e w orking on a m aste r's or 
d octorate pro gram (such as an MA, MBA, MD , JD, P hD, E dD , or grad uate certificate , etc.)? 

<E) Yes @ N o 

Do you have chil d ren w ho w ill receive m ore than half of their support fro m you b etween 
July 1 , 201 O an d June 3 0 , 2011 ? 

IE) Yes @ No 

Do you have d epen d ents (other than your chil d ren o r spouse ) w ho live w ith yo u an d w ho 
receive m ore than half of their s up-port fro m you , now an d through June 30 , 2011 ? 

0 Yes @ N o 

Are you currently se rving on active d uty in the U .S. Arm e d Forces fo r purposes other than 
trai ning ? 

0 Yes @ No 

Are you a veteran of the U .S. Arm e d Forces ? 

IE> Yes @ No 

At any ti m e since you turne d age 13 , w ere both your parents d ecease d, w ere you in foster 
care or w ere you a d e p-en d ent o r w ard of the court? 

0 Yes @ N o 

Are you , o r w ere you an e m ancipate d m inor as d eterm ine d by a court in Flori d a or in your 
state of legal re s id ence a.t the ti m e you received the d eterm ination ? 

IE) Yes IE) No 

< PR EVIOUS I IIU:f!iilp 

Sign & Submit Confirmation 

Help and H ints 
Select Y,es. if you had no living 
p-arent (b iological or 
ad optive ) at any ti m e since 
you turne d age 13, even if you 
are now ad opte d . 

Select Y,es if you w ere in 
foster care at any ti m e since 

... 

you turne d age 13, even if you _ 
are no longer in foster care 
as of to d ay. 

Select Y,es. if you w ere a 
d ep,en d ent or w ard of the 
court at any ti m e since you 
turne d age 13 , even if you are 
no longer a d e p en d ent/ward 
of the court as of to d ay. 

Note that the financial ai d 
:a c1m ini,strntnr :at v ni .,r ,sr.h nn l 

• Questions will 
display one at a 
time based on 
previous answers. 

• Once a question is 
answered as  Yes, 
the remaining 
questions will not 
display. 



 

 

 

FAFSA ST ART H E R E :::.• 
0 U RTH E R Free Application for Federal Student Aid 
DERAL T U ENT AID 

He-Ip Contact Us FAQs Live- He-Ip 

Student 
Demographics 

School 
Se-le-ction 

De-pe-n de-n cy 
Status 

Pare-nt 
Demographics 

How do you (the student) want to provide your signature ? 

Student's Social Security Number 

lxxx-XX-3333 I 

Student's last name 

!SMITH 

Student's date of birth 

10212011990 

What is your (the student's) PIN ? 

Apply For A PIN 

I Forgot/Don't Know My PIN 

READ BEFORE PROCEEDIIIG 

,. ] 

Financial 
Information 

By signing this app lication electronically using your Federal Stu dent Aid PIN or by 
signing a signature page and mailing it to us , YOU, TH E STUDENT, certify that you : B 
1. will use fe deral and/or state student financial ai d only to pay the cost of atten d'ing an ;;: 
institution of higher education , 
2 .. are not in default on a fe deral stu dent loan or have made satisfacto ry arrangements 
to repay it, 
3. do not owe money back on a fe deral student grant or have made satisfacto ry 
arrange ments to repay it, 
4. will notify your school if you default on a fe deral student loan and 
5. will not re ceive a Federal Pell Grant from more than one school for the same period ,.. 

Terms of Agreement - Student 

!El Agree @ Disagree 

Sign & Subm it Confirmation 

Review your FAFSA info rmation, 
provide your signature, and have 
your parent provide his or her 
signature. Finally, select Su bmit 
My FAFSA Now. 

Help and Hints 

Yo u must choose one of the 
following: 

• Sign Electronically using a 
Federal Stu dent Aid PIN. 

• Print A Signature Page , sign 
it, an d mail it to the address 
on the page_ 

• Pro cess Now Without 
Signature and su bmit your 
FAFSA. Your application will 
be parti ally processed without 
signatures and you will 
receive a Student Aid Report 
(SAR) in the mail , within 7 to 
10 days. 

•The signature process, 
for the student and 
parent, is contained 
within one page. 

•There is no side bar 
indicating Student or 
Parent since this is a 
combined page. 

• If the student would 
like to review their 
information before 
signing their FAFSA, 
they will need to click 
on the “View or Print 
your FAFSA 
information” link at 
the top of the page. 



 

~ https:// a cc60 .fotw. ed. g ov:5443/ FOTWW ebApp/fotwlOll/ FFOTWServl et - Windows Intern et Explorer 

Find 

XXX-XX-3333 SM 

THll!S IS A. COPY O:IF YOUIR 21110-20111 APPLICA.HON INFORMATIOH 
DO NOT IMAIL TIHIS DOCUIM ENT OR A COIPY OF l HIS DOCUMIENT TO FHl EIRAL STlnJEINT A!IID,. 

Ass ' ed fiel\:is, ba.~d ihe data you ·enter,e , are , rked ·hi1 ' ' (asterisk) s ig . 

If the student 
selects the 
“View or Print 
your FAFSA 
information” 
link at the top 
of the Sign & 
Submit page, 
their 
information 
will display in 
this format. 



 

  

TART HER ••• •••• FAFSA 
0 URTHER 
D RAL TU I ENT A .ID-

Free Application for Federal Student Aid 

Contact llls FAQs, l.JiiVe Help 

Student 
De-mogrn,phics 

Schooll 
Selection 

Dependency 
Status 

Pa.-ent 
De-m ogrn,p h i:cs 

Fi nancia l 
Information 

Sign & Submit 

V iew or Print y our FAFSA inform ,ation 

A re y ou a preparer? 

e, Yes @ No 

How d o you (th e stu d ent) w ant to prov id e y o ur s ignature ? 

S e le ct 

READ BEFORE PROCE ED! NG 
By s ign in g this app li cati on e lectron i cally using y our Federal -Stu d ent A id PIN or b y 
s ign in g a s ignature p,age an d mailin g it to lll S, Y O U , TH E STUD EN T , c ertify that y ou : B 
1. w ill use fe d eral an dlor s tate stu d ent financial ai d on ly t o pay the cost of atten d ing an == 
in stitution of higher e d ucation , 
2 . are not in d efau lt on a fe d eral stu d ent loan or hav e mad e satisfacto ry arrangements 
to re p,a y it, 
3 . d o not o w e money b ack on a fe d eral s tu d ent grant or hav e mad e s atisfacto ry 
arrangement s to re p,a y it, 
4 . w ill notify y o lll r schoo l if y o u d efau lt on a fe d eral stu d ent loan an d 
5. w ill not receiv e a Fe d eral Pell Grant from more than one schoo l for the same perio d 

Terms of A gre e m e nt - Stu d ent 

e, A gree @ D isagree 

How d o you (the p-arent) w ant to prov id e y our s ign a ture ? 

[ ~] 

READ BEFO R E PRO CEE D ! NG 
B y sign in g this appl ication e lectron ically using y our Fe d era l -Stu d ent A id PIN or by 
s ign in g a s ignature p,age an d mailin g it to us , Y O U , TH E P A RENT, agree if as k e d: 

1. to prov i d e informati on that w ill v erify the accuracy of y our comp lete d form 
2. to prov i d e U.S. or s tate in come tax forms th at you file d or are require d to fil e . 

Y ou a lso certify that y ou un d ersta n d that the S e cretary of E d ucation has the authority to 
v erify information reporte d on y our ap plication w ith the Inte rnal R e v e nue S e rvic e an d 
other fe d eral agenci es. 

If y ou s ign this app li c ation or any d ocument relate d to the fe d eral stu d ent ai d program s 
e lectron i callv usinn a PI N v o lll certi fv that v ou are the n e rson id entifi e d b v th e P IN an d 

Terms of A gre ement - P·arent 

e, A gree @ D isagree 

<PREVIOUS I • 

S•tg n ,& Su b m iit Confi.-mation 

, 
Rev ie w your FA F S A inform ation , 
prov id e your s ignature , an d hav e 
y our p a.rent prov ide his or her 
s ignature . Finally, se lect Su b m it 
My FA FSA Now . 

H e lp a n d H ints 

Y o lll r pa.rent mu s t choo se on e of 
the follow in gr: 

• S ign E l e ctronically using a 
Fe d eral Stu d ent A id PIN. 

• Print A S ignature P·age , s ign 
it, an d mail it to the a.cldre ss 
on the p,a ge . 

• Proce s s N o w W ith out 
-Signature an d su b mit your 
FA F S A. Your app li cati on w ill 
b e partia lly process e d w ith out 
s ignatures an d y ou w ill 
receiv e a Stu d ent A id Report 
(S .A.R) in the mai l , w ithin 7 to 
10 d a y s . 

The Sign & 
Submit page 
now includes 
the signature 
process for 
the student 
and parent. 



  

  

 
 

FAFSA TART H RE ••• •• 
0 U R T H E R 
DER.AL TU ENT A I D -

Free Application for Federal Student Aid 

Student 
Dem og ra phics 

fAQs Uve l:il elp 

School 
Selection 

Depende ncy 
Sta tu s 

Parent 
Demogra phics 

FAFSA on the Web Submission Confirmation 

Fina ncial 
Info rmation 

Sign & Submit 

Congra tu !11tion s,, Chri:s:! Your FAFSA on the W e b App li catio n w as successfu lly s u b m itte d to Fe d eral Stu d ent Aid. 

You can check your status , or m a ke corrections or up d ates to a p rocesse d FAFSA at www.fafsa.gov. 

Confirm ati:on 

he EFG is an in d ex that schoo ls use to d eterm ine your e li g ib ility an d is not the a m ount of m oney that you have to p,ay. 

Base d on your EFG of 4 036 yo u a p,pear to be e li gi b le to rece ive the fo ll ow ing : 

• A Fed eral Pell Grant of up to $1300. Grants d o not have to b e rep-a id; they are free m oney to he lp w ith the cost of co ll ege . 
• An Acad e m ic Co m petitiveness Grant (ACG ) of up to $750 for your first un d ergrad uate year or u p to $1300 for your secon d 
u n d ergra d.uate year. 
• Low-interest fe d eral stu d ent loans . The am ount of these loans d epen d s on , a m ong other th ings , your year in co ll ege , the cost of 
atten d ance at your schoo l, an d w hat other stu d ent a id you w ill b e rece iving . 
• You m ay a lso be e li g ib le to rece ive other fe d eral , state , or institutional grants , scho larsh ip s , an d/ o r w ork-stu dy. 

Does your p a r,ent need to complete a fAf SA for your br-oth,e r -or s i,s1er? 
Olick here an d a ll the inform ation your parents provid ed in th is ap-pli cation w ill b e transferre d to a new FAFSA. Your parents w ill on ly 
have to provid e the ir s ignature again . 

Wha t Ha ppe n s Now? 

If you nee d to m a ke any corrections or up d ate s you m ust w ait until your FAFSA has b een p rocesse d. O nce your FAFSA is p rocesse d 
w e w ill s en d you a notification by e-m a il. You w ill then be a ble to access your Stu d ent Aid Report (SAR ), Wh ich su mmarizes the 
inform ation you su b m itte d on your FAFSA. 

Your schoo l w ill a lso have access to your FAFSA record once it is p rocesse d. Your schoo l's financial a id office w ill a dvise you of the 
specific typ-es an d a m ounts of stu d ent a id you are e li gib le to rece ive . Your financia l aid p-ackage co u ld a lso inclu d e other fe d eral, 
state , or institutional grants an d scho larships , an d/or a w ork-stu dy aw ard . For m ore inform ation a b out grants , loans or w ork-stu dy, 
scho larsh ips an d other sources of a id go to www. Fe d eral Stu d entAi d. e d .g ov/ai d info . 

So m e e-m a il p rovid ers w ill on ly d e liver m essages to your in b ox if the sen d e r's a ddress is li ste d in your address boo k. So a dd our 
e-m ail to your address boo k: Fe d eralStu d entAid FAFSA@cpse m a il. e d .g ov. 

Go to the Departm ent of EdHcation's Navigator w e b s ite at www.nce s.e d.gov/co llegenavigator. The s ite has imp ortant inform ation 
a bo ut co ll eges , inclu d ing co ll ege costs , a d m issi ons po li cies , w hat finan cial a id is ava il a b le , an d the ir gra duation an d retention 
rates . 

Want thi,s-oonfiirmatio n pag e -e -m a il.ed? CH:ck E-mai , 

I PRINT HELP 11 PRINT THIS PAGE 11 E-MAIL I 

The confirmation 
number will contain 
the student’s 
randomly generated 
identification 
number. 

This will replace the 
student’s current 
confirmation 
number which is 
composed of their 
Social Security 
Number and first 
two letters of their 
last name. 



 

 

 

   

  

  

  

FAFSA 2010: Questions Pertaining to 

Homeless and Foster Youth 

 Formerly consisted of a single question, and did not 

address homelessness as explicitly. 

 Changes the lower age limit from 16 to 13. 

 New questions collect better information and introduce 

new questions about verification. 

 Important for those working with foster youth to answer 

these questions accurately! 



 Independent Student Definition 

 Orphan or ward/dependent of the court or 

foster care, etc.; 

 Determined to be “independent” by financial 

aid administrator based on unusual 

circumstances 



 

 
      

    
 

   

  
 

FAFSA 2010: Question 53 

At any time since you turned age 13, were both your parents deceased, were 
you in foster care or were you a dependent or ward of the court? 

Answer Yes: 

 If you had no living parent, biological or adoptive, when you were 13 
years or older, even if you are adopted now. 

Answer Yes: 

 Were in foster care at age 13 years or older, even if you are not in 
foster care today. 

Answer Yes: 

 Were dependant/ward of the court at 13 years or older, even if you 
are no longer a dependant /ward today. 



 

 

 

FAFSA 2010: Questions 54 & 55        

 Are you or were you an emancipated minor as 

determined by a court in your state of legal residence? 

 Are you or were you in legal guardianship as determined 

by a court in your state of legal residence? 



   

 

 

   

    

  

 

 

     

 

      FAFSA 2010: Questions 54 & 55  

Answer Yes: 

If you can provide a copy of a court’s decision that you are an 

emancipated minor or are in legal guardianship. The court must be 

located in your state of legal residence. 

If you can provide a copy of a court’s decision that you were an 

emancipated minor or were in legal guardianship immediately before 

you reached the age of being an adult in your state. The court must 

be located in your state of legal residence at the time the court’s 

decision was issued. 

Answer No: 

If the court order is no longer in effect or the court decision was not 

in effect at the time you become an adult. 
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FAFSA 2010 Questions 56, 57 & 58       

 At any time on or after July 1, 2009, did your high school 
or school district homeless liaison determine that you 
were an unaccompanied youth who was homeless? 

 At any time on or after July 1, 2009, did the director of an 
emergency shelter or transitional housing program 
funded by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development determine that you were an 
unaccompanied youth who was homeless? 

 At any time on or after July 1, 2009, did the director of a 
runaway or homeless youth basic center or transitional 
living program determine that you were an 
unaccompanied youth who was homeless or were sel 
supporting and at risk of being homeless? 



        

 
   

 

  
 

 

  

 

   

FAFSA 2010 Questions 56, 57 & 58 

Answer Yes: 

 If you received a determination at any time on or after July 1, 2009, 
that you were an unaccompanied youth who was homeless or, for 
question 58, at risk of being homeless 

 Homeless means lacking fixed, regular and adequate shelter, 
including living in shelters, motels, cars or temporary living with 
others 

 Unaccompanied means you are not living in the physical 
custody of your parents/guardian 

 Youth means you are 21 yrs of age or younger or are still 
enrolled in high school when signing this application 

Answer No: 

 If you are not homeless, at risk of being homeless or if you do not 

have a determination. 



 

 

 

Definition of Parent 

 For FAFSA purposes, the following are not 

parents 

 Grandparent 

 Foster parent 

 Legal guardians 

 Aunts and uncles 

 For FAFSA purposes, the following are 

parents 

 Adopted parents 

 Biological parents 



 

 

 

Dependency Override 

 Students who do not meet the standard 

federal definition to be independent 

 Students who have adverse situations with 

their parents 

 The financial aid office has the ability to 

review their situation and consider them for 

independent status through professional 

judgment 



 

 

Helpful Tips 

 Assist student in meeting deadlines 

 Become familiar with the specific financial aid 

policies at a college 

 Make contact early with the school 

 Help youth submit verification forms on time 

specifically for dependency override. 

 Provide verification in the form of letter or 

support 



 /LP lli9i1Jle1 
fief free casll 
for colle9e! 

Budget Cuts and Chafee Grant 

 How does this effect 

foster youth aging out in 

2010? 

 Will there be any money 

for new applicants? 

 What about students 

currently receiving the 

Chafee? 

 What can you do to help? 



 

  

  

 

 

Cash For College 

 Statewide program administered by the California 

Student Aid Commission with collaboration from local 

community partners. 

 California Cash for College Workshops are held in 

January and February of every year, up until the Cal 

Grant March 2 deadline. 

 Attendees can earn scholarships of up to $500. 

 To find a workshop in your area visit: 

http://www.calgrants.org/applications/workshops.cfm?navId=25 

http://www.calgrants.org/applications/workshops.cfm?navId=25


 

 

Resources 

 California Colleges: www.californiacollege.edu 

 CA Student Aid Commission: www.csac.ca.gov 

 Cash For College: 

http://www.calgrants.org/index.cfm?navId=16 

 CSU Mentor: www.csumentor.edu 

 Ed Fund: www.edfund.org 

 Fast Web: www.fastweb.com 

 Financial Aid: www.finaid.org 

 U.S. Dept. of Education: www.college.gov 

 U.S. Dept. of Education: www.ed.gov/offices/ope 

http://www.californiacollege.edu/
http://www.csac.ca.gov/
http://www.calgrants.org/index.cfm?navId=16
http://www.csumentor.edu/
http://www.edfund.org/
http://www.fastweb.com/
http://www.fastweb.com/
http://www.finaid.org/
http://www.csac.ca.gov/
http://www.csac.ca.gov/
http://www.ed.gov/offices/ope
http://www.fastweb.com/


 

 

 

Announcements 

 College Is Possible Postcard and Checklist 

now available at www.cacollegepathways.org 

 To request postcards and financial aid 

materials, please email Jenny Vinopal at 

jvinopal@calstate.edu 

 Let us know what you think: Please complete 

the webinar evaluation survey today 

 Upcoming webinar: Identity Theft and Vital 

Documents February 

http://www.cacollegepathways.org/
mailto:jvinopal@calstate.edu


   
 

 

 

Questions or Comments? 

Enter questions on your screen now by clicking the “Question and 
Answer” arrow, typing your question, and clicking “Send.” 

Or direct later questions or comments to: 

Jenny Vinopal, Assistant Director of  Foster Youth Programs 

CSU Office of the Chancellor 

401 Golden Shore, 6th Floor 

Long Beach, CA 90802-4210 

(562) 951-4734 

jvinopal@calstate.edu 

mailto:jvinopal@calstate.edu
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