Science study guide – chapter 3


Environments Change

Be able to answer the following in complete sentences. Sample answers follow in italics.
· Give an example of a way you can cut down on pollution.  I can pick up trash.  I can make sure not to litter.  I can recycle water bottles.
· What is a reason that something may become extinct? The climate might change. There might be diseases.  New populations may move into the area.
· Give an example of how a living thing makes small changes to its environment. A spider spins a web.  A bird builds a nest.  A squirrel buries an acorn.
· What is meant by the 3 R’s? The 3 R’s mean reduce, reuse, and recycle.
Be able to match these terms with their examples.

· Recycle – Take aluminum cans to a center to be turned into baseball bats. 

· Reduce – Don’t leave the lights on when you don’t need them.

· Reuse – Write on the back side of scratch paper.
Know the following:  (Some answers have a(n) before them since they are written that way on the test.)
· Living things change the environment in ways that may be helpful or harmful.
· A(n) community is all the different populations in an ecosystem. 

· Competition is the struggle among living things for food, water, and other needs.

· A(n) ecosystem is all the living and nonliving things in an environment.

· Extinct means there are no more of that type of living thing alive.

· A(n) habitat is a living thing’s home.

· Pollution is what happens when harmful materials get into the air, water, or land.

· A(n) population is all the members of a single type of living thing in an ecosystem.

· Recycle means to turn old things into new things.

· Reduce means to use less of something. 

· Reuse means to use something again.

· How do bacteria, fungi, and worms change their environment? They break down leaves and other dead plant materials.
· How can beavers change their environment? They cut down trees. Their dams cause flooding. They use shrubs, trees, and mud to build dams.  (Know all three since you will be asked to identify the answer that is not one of these.)
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